The Church’s Educational Mandate

Teaching the Word to Christians is central to the mission of the church and of highest importance to God.  Evidence of His concern that this be done well is seen from the time of Moses to the book of Revelation.  A few examples are:

· Teaching God’s truth is a basic function of leaders.  As Jethro told Moses, “You be the people’s representative before God, and you bring the disputes to God, then teach them the statutes and laws, and make known to them the way in which they are to walk and the work they are to do.  Exodus 18:19-20

· Shepherding in the Old Testament entailed a strong teaching emphasis: “Then I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will feed you on knowledge and understanding.”  Jeremiah 3:15

· Teaching is vital to the survival of God’s people: “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.  Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being my priest.”  Hosea 4:6

· The Great Commission is a command to make “disciples,” not just converts.  This process entails “teaching them to observe all that I commanded you.”  Matthew 28:20

· Teaching was one of the core functions of the first church: “They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.”  Acts 2:42

· Teaching is necessary for individual believers to grow: “Like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the Word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation.”  I Peter 2:2

· Teaching is necessary for the body of Christ to grow:  “He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ.”  Ephesians 4:11-12
· A major theme of the Pastoral Epistles is leaders fighting false teaching within the church, and ensuring that church members are well grounded in the truth.  “Give attention to the public reading of Scripture to exhortation and teaching.”  I Timothy 4:13

· The intent of the book of Revelation is that the church may learn about and be prepared for the future coming of Jesus Christ.  “And He said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful.” Revelation 21:5 “Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this book: for the time is at hand.”  Revelation 22:10

These scriptures make it clear that a core function of a healthy church is a regular, robust ministry of teaching the Word.  The work of the church is to be done by all members of the Body of Christ.
Copy from Good Shepherd Community Church.
