Did the disciples preach the gospel, lead fellowship meetings or have conventions while Jesus was on earth?  
The workers claim that the instructions in Matthew 10 and Luke 10 to travel and preach in pairs were the permanent orders to preachers of the One True Church.  They say it is the hallmark of the Only Way to heaven.

William Irvine set forth this proposition to John Long, Eddie Cooney, the Carrolls, and George Walker. Hundreds of others took up this theme and have carried it on to this day.  Their followers told people that this rule has been in place since the days Jesus was here on earth. They have carefully omitted any mention of the true history and founder of their group. No other doctrines are as important to them.
They claim that Jesus founded a new kind of ministry and church in the home while he was here on earth.  Irvine said that was the reason that the Priests and Pharisees killed him and tried to scatter his followers.  They thought the Priests were jealous of this new ministry and church.
One worker claimed that Jesus professed when he was twelve years old.  Workers have often inferred that Elijah and Elisha were workers.  Others have claimed that Adam and Eve had meetings and that the Feast of Tabernacles was a convention or type of convention. 

But, is that true?  Were the 12 apostles and the others who followed Jesus actually preachers to a church or interested followers?  Did they think they were being trained for ministry? Did they conduct gospel meetings or fellowship meetings?
No!  The disciples thought Jesus was the Messiah who was going to restore Israel to the Jews and set up a political Kingdom here on earth.  They thought this was politics not church! Jesus talked about the Kingdom of Heaven all the time.  He was proving to His disciples that He was the Messiah, Son of God, the Creator of the world and that His Father had sent him to fulfill the prophecies of the Suffering Lamb.  The Kingdom of Heaven WAS the purpose Jesus came.  It wasn’t a new church or a new ministry that He was founding.  Jesus is the King of the Universe; the King of the Kingdom of Heaven.  He came to prepare the hearts of men to be accepted into the Kingdom of Heaven. Before His death and resurrection, there was no gospel.   Before His death, Christ explained the Kingdom.  After His death the apostles proclaimed the gospel.  They said that people must believe in Jesus Christ in order to receive forgiveness, repent of sin and be restored to fellowship with God.  We must be cleansed by His Blood and be born again in order to enter the Kingdom.
This can only be done when people are made aware that they are sinners who have broken the Holy Laws of God.  They must be brought to the point of repentance of their sin and introduced to the God of Creation and be born again. They must all be willing to give up all to follow Jesus. God doesn’t demand that they give everything away; all that they have and all that they are belong to God to be used for Kingdom purposes.  It isn’t just preachers who have to give up all.  It isn’t just preachers who are expected to share or preach the gospel.  It isn’t just preachers who are to serve others.  All born again believers are expected to be willing to do whatever God calls them to do. God created and gifted each person to fulfill His calling for their lives. He decides for us.  We don’t decide for each other. Every believer is a priest.  This is known as the priesthood of all believers.
Right up to the very end of Christ’s life, the disciples didn’t know what Jesus was planning to do, even when He told them.  They didn’t understand or receive the indwelling Holy Spirit until after His resurrection. And even then, He had to explain to them more fully what to expect and to do in the future. The new followers of Christ were totally green in their understanding and behavior.  There was not a functioning group of people doing everything right or everything in any specific way.  The book of Acts and all the Epistles were written because people were NOT behaving as they should.  The idea of a perfect New Testament church is a false premise. Yes, there are many failing churches, false churches and weak churches as mentioned in Revelation 1 through 3, but there are also healthy churches to be found. 
Scripture says that the Gates of Hell shall not prevail against the Church.  Jesus promised to be with His own until the end of the age.  Jesus said the seed of Faith would grow into a huge tree that would bear fruit and give refuge to many; not that it would die out and need to be revived again. The workers’ excuse that the church died out or was rediscovered by William Irvine or “unknown” people is false.
While Jesus was on earth, the Church, as such, did not exist.  There were no meetings, like Two by Two meetings, or any other kind of Christian Church meetings either, for that matter.  There were no workers, no preachers, no evangelists, no congregation, no Church until after the Day of Pentecost.  And even then, the church gatherings were not systematic, meeting-oriented events as described by the workers.
Believers and non-believers met together in different settings.  It is recorded that believers began to gather on Sundays rather than on the Sabbath. Sometimes they met at the Temple courtyard, at synagogues, or hiding in homes, sometimes by the seashore or lake, sometimes at a temple courtyard like Paul at the Temple of Diana, sometimes in prison.  It didn’t matter where they met.  All that mattered was that they were teaching people about Jesus and the Cross.  They told people Who Jesus is and what He accomplished for them by His sacrifice.  They weren’t participating in a particular format.  The worship, hymns, sermons, charity, doctrines and teaching sessions didn’t develop until later.  Scripture doesn’t tell us that church gatherings have to have a particular style or method of conducting a service or how the preachers and congregation are to live or function. There were no specific instructions given about communion; how often or where communion had to take place.  God does not leave us to wonder about things that He considers important.  If something is an eternal rule, principle or matter of salvation, He gives us plenty of instruction.
The instructions to the church are in Matthew 28, not Matthew 10; “All power and authority is given to me in heaven and in earth, go and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit (God): teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the world.” 
William Irvine and his followers NEVER understood the Old Testament and they don’t understand the New Testament either.  They don’t obey God’s instructions to find and serve the needy in this world.  They don’t respect the Christian church because William Irvine didn’t respect it.  Irvine believed it was his role to destroy the Christian church and establish his leadership with people who had to depend on him to understand scripture.
William Irvine was a Freemason for 50 years.  His ideas about religion originated in Freemasonry rather than from a scriptural, historically, doctrinally inspired church.

See all the historical documents produced by William Irvine and his followers describing their beliefs and activities on Telling The Truth: http://home.earthlink.net/%Etruth444/WmILetters/index-WmILet.html#Collection
Read the Impartial Reporter and Farmers Journal news articles which chronicle their rise to fame and infamy from 1904 – 1922. Contact:

 jfd@workersect.org for books and information.
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